
Film 16: 
Step 2: Invited Refugees → text of film 
 
 
Worldwide millions of people are fleeing because of war, suppression and violence. They usually 
end up in a refugee camp. Life in a refugee camp is hard, poverty-stricken and medical care is 
limited. 
It is also dangerous. 
Many refugees can never go home anymore. They are living a life without any prospects of a 
better future, under heavy conditions. 
Every year the Netherlands invites 500 refugees to resettle here. They are directly coming 
from a refugee camp. Because these refugees are coming here on invitation, they are also called 
‘invited refugees’. 
 
……….. 
 
Volunteers of the Refugee Council are making preparations in a tenement house that the 
municipality has made available. The refugees are spread throughout the Netherlands. 
 
…What do you think of all this?........ 
 
[ Liberty Myat Thu – refugee from Birma ] 
It is incredible. Incredible…. 
 
The transition is enormous. 
The refugees have left behind their family, friends, and all that was familiar to them forever. 
 
[ Grace Myat Thu – Liberty’s sister ] 
 
….I play the violin and also the cello, but I have left my cello behind in the camp in Mae La in 
Birma for my students….. 
 
The refugees go to a Dutch house directly from the camp. 
 
[ Rob Murrer – volunteer of the Refugee Council ] 
 
...The refugee doesn’t have any clue where he stands. This means that you have to give him a lot 
of support and make clear to him: “Look, this is the house that is offered to you.” 
You cannot refuse it. 
When he/she arrives you don’t know, yes, it depends on the season, so you have to switch the 
central heating on, you have to make sure you have done some groceries for the man or woman 
concerned, you have to make sure there is water, and so on….. 
 
Apart from making the preparations in the house, the Refugee Council informs the neighbours.



 
[ Katrin Euer –coordinator of the Refugee Council] 
 
…..For the Refugee Council 3 things matter the most. These are safety, finances and health care. 
Basically, very practical matters, such as, for instance, smaller steps like ‘I’m going to see the 
neighbours when something is wrong.’…… 
 
- ... Grace Liberty, this is the famous blue map. ... - 
 
To prevent people from starting their lives here in a situation of social deprivation, financial 
support is important. Step by step the refugees find their way in Dutch society. 
Here they can think about their future. 
 
[ G.M.T. ] 
…..I am interested in health care and I am also thinking about following an education in this 
direction. 
 
[ The Refugee Council of the Netherlands] 
-The volunteers of the Refugee Council of the Netherlands support refugees in building a new 
existence in the Netherlands. They are showing them the way to organizations, help them to 
learn the language and assist them with their integration process. The Refugee Council organizes 
activities in order to stimulate the contact between the refugees and the Dutch, and is active in 
all areas of the Netherlands. 
 
 
 


