
Film 14: 
Step 6: Unaccompanied Minor Foreigner → texts of two films 
 
MAURO 
 
Mauro has little hope left that a solution will come at last that will keep him in the Netherlands. 
The government parties all appeared to have the same opinion during the Mauro debate of last Thursday. 
The opposition was furious and emotional. 
The solution of a temporary study visa, so that he could finish his Intermediate Vocational studies is not seen 
as a real option. 
 
[ Hans Spekman – Member of the House of Representatives, PvdA, Labour Party] 
‘I am not giving up yet, I can’t accept that I have lost yet, and until I have lost, I will keep fighting and that 
woń t end tonight as far as Í m concerned, but I do hope that the CDA congress will intervene when the 
fraction here will not insist and say: ́ This boy has to stay.' 
 
And not such a fake solution, because I can already guess what they will choose…such a fake solution of giving 
him a study visa, that he will have to face having to leave the Netherlands all the time, for if he fails an exam 
tomorrow, he has to leave, if he fails his exam the day after tomorrow he has to leave, until he will have 
passed his Higher Vocational Education, and he has just finished his Intermediate Vocational Education-2.’ 
 
 [ Mauro Manuel – asylum seeker ] 
 
"Yes, I, uhm, yes, I doń t really see that as a solution, I would prefer to stay here most of all, and I don’’t 
know yet if I can stay here if I will start such a study". 
 
No, if you have finished your studies, you have to go back too. 
"Yes, and if I woń t pass some time, I will have to go back too, and then I will also have to meet certain 
requirements, and, yes, I still doń t know then, and it will basically stay the same as it is now, you could say I 
will still be unsure while Í ll be studying." 
 
Tofik Dibi, member of the Chamber of Representatives for Groen Links, the Left-Green Party, called the 
possibility of a student visa a dead end street. 
 
[ M.M. ] 
"I haveń t got much to say about it. I doń t think that it will be, uhm, very helpful. With it. And, yes, that 
it́ s not exactly becoming clearer for me. That́ s all I have to say." 
Yes, and the CDA says: 'You can do another study', and hand in such an application, are you going to do that? 
 
"Well, I will just wait and see." 
Yes, (but) what are you waiting for? 
"Well, I will just wait and see what is going to happen next." 
How do you feel now?  
"Well, not so happy." 


