
Climate change 

This is our planet. The Earth is home to every plant and animal we know. 

All the different plants and animals in a certain area put together is that area’s bio-diversity. 
The habitat of animals heavily depends on the trees and plants that grow there and the food 
that is available. Everything that grows and lives is under the influence of the climate, 
topography, and soil properties. 

Every life form on the Earth’s surface depends on each other. These lives are also strongly 
influenced by climatological circumstances.  

Large amounts of CO2, methane gas and other greenhouse gasses are released by factories, 
cars, cattle breeding, and agriculture, which has a negative impact on the climate. 
Additionally, habitats of different animals get smaller or disappear because of things like 
fossil fuels, deforestation, and the production of palm oil. 

All these human factors directly impact the environment. One of the results is that the global 
temperature is expected to rise. This prediction for the coming years has been calculated 
based on an optimistic as well as a worst-case-scenario. Naturalis has researched the effects 
of climate change in 7 areas with unique biodiversities, as commissioned by WWF.  

The planet is now 1°C/1.8°F warmer than it was around 1750. The Netherlands is even 
1.7°C/3°F degrees warmer. The consequences of global warming are already noticeable. If we 
make a worldwide switch to renewable energy and sustainable food production, the global 
temperature will be 1.5°C/2.7°F higher by the end of the century. If we do not make this 
switch, the temperature will rise by 4°C/7.2°F. 

The consequences will be astronomical. Many plants will not survive this increase and will go 
extinct. Animals that eat these plants will need to find a new source of food and a new home. 
Plant habitats will change locations and animals will have to move as well. However, since 
many habitats have already been destroyed by urbanisation, roads, energy production, 
farming, and cattle breeding, this is not always possible. 

Is it too late? Unfortunately, many animals and plants are severely threatened by 
deforestation and global warming. Thankfully, we have alternatives and initiatives to prevent 
further climate change. If we use these alternatives worldwide, we can save a lot of plant and 
animal species. 


