
Climate witness 

Beautiful, isn’t it? This cute little village is typically Bavarian. Bavaria is a region in the 
Southeast of Germany. Why are we here? No, we’re not being tourists, but we are taking a 
walk through one of the many forests in Bavaria. 

Forestry is an important source of income here. This sometimes involves heavy machinery. 
Occasionally, it even requires some horse power. 

Our guide is George Speiber, a retired forester. George has loved nature since childhood and 
turned it into his profession. He worked as a forester for 50 years and still likes being in the 
forest now that he is retired. George has seen things change over the past 20 years. He is 
worried about the effects of climate change on the forest. 

“People who don’t frequently come in the forest don’t see the changes. They think: “The 
forest is still green, so everything is fine.” Unfortunately, this is not the case. But people 
usually don’t care if it doesn’t affect them directly.” 

The trees need the right amounts of sun and rain. Those are the factors that are influenced by 
climate change. 

“Extreme weather conditions have always been part of forest life. But the extreme 
phenomena are happening more often. The ten warmest and driest summers in recorded 
history occurred after 1990. This is very noticeable in the forest and it worries me.” 

Extreme drought and high temperatures weaken the trees, especially the firs. They become 
more vulnerable to parasites and diseases. Climate change also causes more storms, which 
blow trees over. This fallen wood is usually worth less money. These days, 40% of the total 
wood harvest is fallen wood. 

But still more is happening in the forests. A new enemy has made its home here: oak 
processionary  caterpillars. They were rare in 1950, but global warming has expanded their 
range. They do well in milder climates and have few natural enemies. 

Processionary caterpillars have also spread to Belgium. Hairy trouble-causers. The hairs on 
the caterpillars cause serious skin irritation.  

“This is a nest from last year. There are thousands of caterpillars here during the day. Their 
irritating hairs protect them from potential enemies. They climb up the trees at night, in 
procession, to eat the leaves.” 

George has a life’s worth of memories of the forest to reflect on. He has seen a lot of changes, 
especially in the last 20 years. But how does he feel about the future? 

“I’m not worried about my future. I’m an old man and I have lived a good and happy life. But 
the recent changes are concerning. I have children and grandchildren and we owe it to them 
to do something about climate change.” 


