
BETH BROOKE 
 
+ It's that tall woman, they said. 
- That's right. Nice to see you. 
+ All right? 
- Very well. 
- And with you? 
+ Great. 
 
+ Have you been inside all day? 
- I can be found everywhere. 
- I walk from pillar to post. 
+ A madhouse. 
- Pretty well, and Davos is hard to walk. 
 
+ Can I perhaps offer you something hot to drink? 
 
The senior woman of Ernst & Young (EY) Beth Brooke is a regular guest here in Davos. 
Her position: Large companies and governments must actively ensure that homosexuals are fully 
accepted in the workplace. This ensures healthier companies and ultimately a better world. 
 
- This year there is balanced growth worldwide. But what kind of growth are we talking about? Is it 
inclusive growth that benefits everyone, or does it increase existing income inequality, making the 
elites even richer and leaving the rest further behind? The way it is now, the rich will only get richer if 
no action is taken. But such income inequality ultimately leads to political instability. 
 
Of course I am particularly curious about the personal story of Beth. How did she fare when she came 
out? 
 
- I have been married to a man for thirteen years. I started my career at EY, at least with a 
predecessor. I felt an enormous social pressure to get married. I did not came out. I didn't even know 
I was a lesbian. If you had asked, I could not have told you. 
+ You just didn't know. 
- No. It was something unthinkable. Where I grew up it was not accepted. 
+ But didn't you have any feelings? 
- Yes it is. But I didn't do anything with that, so yes .... I worked at the Indianapolis office for ten years 
until I was transferred to Washington D.C. 
+ How did the coming-out go? 
- I was a very active ally of our Unity network, our personnel network for LGBT people. I did a lot for 
them. Because I wanted to be close to them. As a straight ally. But I was really looking for their 
company. We were then working on the 'It Gets Better' campaign. In the context of this, companies 
would record video messages to show LGBT youth that life is getting better. 
 
o The best that turned out to be possible and what I had not thought possible was that I am now 
married by law. 
o By persevering and not doing anything to myself and believing in myself, I got to know great 
people. 
o I also talk freely with my clients on Wall Street about my private life. 



 
- Five LGBT colleagues would tell about how things got better for them at EY and I was asked as a 
board member to provide the final word. Great, I said. After all, I was a straight ally. 
 
o If I could tell myself as a fourteen year old that in twenty years she will be a successful accountant 
at one of the best companies in the world, and can be herself there, she would love it. 
 
- But when I read the text that I was going to pronounce, I thought to myself, "Reading it and going." I 
would say so. If I were sincere and true, I would never say so. I had drunk some red wine during my 
flight. That also played a part, I think. I pulled out the pen and notepad and then wrote down what I 
would say if I could say exactly what I wanted. 
 
o (-) I am Beth Brooke, responsible for Inclusivity at Ernst & Young. I am proud of these colleagues. 
 
- The producer called me every day for a month or she came to my office. She constantly insisted 
that as soon as the video message came out I would be one of the highest openly lesbian top women 
in business. At first I didn't want to do that, but she said: 'That's right. Do you realize what all that is 
going to do? "De 'It Gets Better'-film zal voor het eerst vertoond worden tijdens een groot gala, 
voorafgegaan door een speech van Beth. 
 
- I thought people would fall over me because I didn't come out for 52 years. I really thought the 
LGBT community would kill me. I knew what I was going to say. At about three-quarters of the text 
was the following sentence: "Like a leader who himself is gay ...", and then the sentence went on. 
The whole speech revolved around that little subtlety. When I arrived at that point I took a deep 
breath, because now it was going to happen. When I said, "Like a leader who is gay," someone in the 
back of the room shouted something. Now we are going to get it, I thought. And then someone 
started in the front of the room. And then everyone started clapping. I got a standing ovation for five 
minutes. The tears swirled down my cheeks. I really didn't understand what was happening to me. I 
only felt that then suddenly, after 52 years .... I'm still having a hard time with it. 
+ After 52 years .... 
- My life in one fell swoop was no longer black and white, but in color. From one moment to the next 
everything was suddenly in color. Suddenly I was a full-fledged individual. 
 
o (-) I speak from experience. I'm also a lesbian, and I've struggled with that for years. Because it is a 
struggle, although it is different for everyone. 
 
_____ 
 
+ = Margriet van der Linden (interview) 
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